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tion under its rule. And it is not on the ground of
any delinquency on the part of the Company, but on
the ground of the inconvenience and injurious
character of the existing arrangements, that I propose
this measure to the House. It is perhaps one of the
most extraordinary facts in the history of mankind
that these British Islands should have acquired such
an extensive dominion in a remote part of the globe
as that which we exercise over the continent of India
.... it is quite as remarkable, quite as singular, that
a nation like this, in which the science of Government
is perhaps better understood than in any other, in
which the principle of popular representation has so
long been established, should have deliberately con-
signed to the care of a small body of commercial men
the management of such extensive territories, such vast
interests, and such numerous populations .... But
this country never designedly did any such thing. The
existing state of things grew up gradually from a very
small beginning. The original settlers began with a
factory, the factory grew into a fort, the fo,rt expanded
to a district, and the district to a province, and then
came collisions with less civilized neighbours, injuries
to be resented, attacks to be repelled, and conflicts
which always ended in victory and extension of terri-
tory. So, gradually, from one transaction to another,
grew up. that state of things in which the East India
Company found itself invested with vast commercial
privileges and with most important political functions.
This state of things continued up to the year 1784,
when there was an infusion of responsibility in respect
of its political and administrative functions into the
affairs of the Company by the establishment of the
Board of Control. Matters went on under this new
arrangement for a number of years, during which the
Company continued, subject to a slight interference
from the Board of Control, to discharge its political
functions, and at the sarrre time to exercise all its
commercial rights. One would have imagined that in
'a country like this that first step would have been
'followed up; that before anything else was done the